
“There is a great need that 

our children are educated 

in the ways of the Lord and 

a Christian school is 

something that will bring 

great glory to His name.” 

Samson Kangethe 

vision4kids missionary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLANS TO BUILD A CHRISTIAN SCHOOL IN KENYA 

We are delighted to finally be able to announce our largest and most ambitious project to date.  After 

much prayer and planning, the decision to build a Christian school has been approved.  Grace 

Academy will be situated in the village of Kiambururu in the district of Kiambu, central Kenya, which 

is about 40km above Nairobi.  The school will initially be a primary school with capacity to expand 

and will accept children from the local villages round about. 

There is a very strong demand for school places in Kiambururu and at present, the provision for 

children’s spiritual needs is extremely limited.  Grace Academy will deliver the highest quality 

education in the region as well as ensure the teaching of the gospel to 

all its pupils on a daily basis, that they may know the love of God and 

the salvation that is offered through faith in Christ. 

Vision4kids missionary in Kiambururu, Samson Kangethe, will oversee 

the planning, construction and management of the school alongside 

the vision4kids board of directors.  He is extremely excited by this new 

project stating that ‘there is a great need that our children are educated 

in the ways of the Lord and a Christian school is something that will 

bring great glory to His name’.  All concerned indubitably believe that 

this is the will of the Lord and we are carefully and prayerfully seeking to follow His guidance.  As you 

will see from the article below, God has already done great things to bring us this far down the road.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           ISSUE 7 (Sept 15) 



LAND PURCHASED FOR NEW SCHOOL 

In June of this year, vision4kids were able to purchase a large plot of land in the village of Kiambururu 

for the site of Grace Academy – our new Christian school.  The way that God enabled this purchase to 

come about is quite remarkable and a token for good.  The land had first come on the market two 

years ago and had been brought to our attention.  As time went on, God burdened the vision4kids 

board about it and enabled us to see what God could do.  In May 2015 four of the directors visited the 

plot and shared its suitability with the rest of the team.   

The owner of the land lived in Mobassa and Samson prepared for tough negotiations.  As it transpired, 

no such negotiations were necessary as God had already gone before, working through mysterious 

ways several years earlier.  Unbeknown to Samson, his late Grandfather had facilitated the previous 

transaction of the land and such was the landowner’s gratitude that he dropped the price (equating to 

thousands of pounds) as a gesture of good will and far lower than what even the most hard-nosed 

businessman might have hoped to have secured.  The deal was shaken on and the legal side of the 

exchange completed with uncommon swiftness in Nairobi.  Remarkably, the much-reduced cost of the 

land was – to the pound – the exact sum of money that had been raised through the Long Way Home 

fundraising event in 2014.  We all stood back in wonder and praised with the Psalmist saying: ‘This is 

the Lord’s doing and it is marvellous in our eyes’.  Once again, thank you to all who took part in Long 

Way Home 2014 – little did each cyclist know the impact they would be having over a year later. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph of the site taken before crop growth Site boundary down to the valley floor 

Google Satellite image of the area around the site Lower slops need to be cleared of vegetation 

Stream on valley floor 

New land purchased 

Samson’s home 



WORK BEGINS ON CLEARING THE LAND 

Over the last few weeks, work has begun 

on clearing the land to make way for the 

new school which will be built on the plot 

of land that we have purchased.  The site 

had previously been used for the growing 

of crops and these needed to be harvested 

and fences erected to mark the boundaries 

and increase security.  Many people have 

been busy getting things ready so that the 

building projects can commence as soon as 

possible.   

In addition to this, sapling trees have been 

planted on part of our land for use in our building project.  These plants grow quickly, so by the time 

building commences they can be used use as scaffolding poles.  

We have a lot to do in order to prepare for the building part of this project, but we are busy planning, 

excited at what God has in store.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sapling trees being planted at the bottom of the site 

A secure fence is erected to mark out the perimeter 

Local workers are 

employed to 

construct the fence 



YOU CAN BE PART OF GRACE ACADEMY 

Naturally a project this size will take a lot of prayer, time to plan and the funds to construct and run.  The vision4kids 

team would be delighted if you could support this massive project.  Regardless of where you live in the world – you 

can help: 

 

Prayerfully 

Before the decisions were made to purchase the land or to commence a school, the team engaged in prayer. 

Without seeking God’s will and blessing our own feeble efforts would have failed miserably.  At the beginning of 

2015 God burdened the team with Jeremiah 33 v 3 ‘Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and 

mighty things, which thou knowest not’ and God has certainly delivered on His promise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specifically 

This Christmas we plan to launch a resources catalogue where instead of buying friends and family those unneeded 

and unwanted presents you can make a donation on their behalf and buy something for the school.  Items will range 

from cement blocks to build the classroom, to chairs, blackboards, desks, water tanks and the usual items you’d 

expect children to use for learning. In return we will post to you a personalised Christmas card that you can send to 

that friend or family member.  

We would ask all our supporters to please pray for: 

- The land development: that we would choose the right crops to grow on the lower slopes and that both 

digging the well and waste drainage would all be completed without issue. 

- The school project: that all licences for the running of the school are granted and suitable management 

and governance is put in place.  That the right staff will be employed to teach and run the school. 

- The school building: that all aspects of planning and construction would run smoothly and for the safety of 

all workers on site. 

- The school funding: that God will touch the hearts of people to donate to both the construction and 

continued running of the school. 

- The local people: that the local people would be interested in this project, get involved and also enquire 

after the God we serve. 

- The testimony: that the school and the work of vision4kids in Kiambururu would proclaim the good news 

of the gospel and that God’s great name would be glorified. 

- The workers: that from Samson, to his helpers in Kiambururu, to the Board here in the UK, that wisdom 

and guidance and humility would be given in all aspects of decision making and running of the various 

projects. 

- The gospel: that many souls will not only be reached with the gospel but also trust in Christ as Saviour and 

become disciples for good within their homes, schools and village. 

 



JOIN THE MISSION TEAM HEADING TO KENYA IN 2016 

 

Practically 

Perhaps you have skills that you’d like to use for God to help with this project.  Here are a couple of options; please 

get in touch with a member of the vision4kids team for more information: 

- Join the vision4kids team as a general member: we’re looking to expand our vision4kids team with 

supporters all over the UK.  By signing up to the team via our registration process you’ll become an 

ambassador for the work and be involved in many of the activities and events that will take place.   

 

- Join the 2016 mission team: it’s not too late to join team that will visit Kiambururu God willing in August 

2016 – there are still spaces left.  Not only will you be involved practically on construction and repair tasks 

but you’ll also run Bible club meetings for the local children.  A great experience of life on the mission field. 

 

- Join our skills register:  perhaps you have a specific skill and you’d like to donate your time to the shool.  

Details are still to be confirmed but we’re likely to need skilled labourers such as plumbers, electricians and 

builders who will work alongside local tradesmen from the village of Kiambururu during short term visits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financially 

Naturally with a massive project like this funds to meet initial construction followed by regular running costs will be 

required.  You can help with this by becoming a vision4kids funding supporter: 

 

Legacy Supporter Will you be a Legacy Supporter? Your one off donation could make a huge difference 

towards the construction costs of the new school.  

Before building work commences we will need to have at least £30,000 raised.  Up to £80,000 will be needed to 

complete the final phase of this building project. Donations can be made via cash, cheque or online payment via BT 

MyDonate using the link: https://mydonate.bt.com/events/buildgraceacademy  

Legacy supporters can make a personal donation or hold a once off fundraising event. Your donations towards the 

building of this school will have a lasting impact, not only in the village of Kiambururu, but, we trust, in the lives of 

many boys and girls. 

Andrew and Irwin dig up the old floor at 

Blessed Hill in 2014 

Amos, Judith and Sarah paint Blessed Hill 

during a previous mission trip 

https://mydonate.bt.com/events/buildgraceacademy


CAN YOU GIVE ON A REGULAR BASIS? 

 

Going forward we need supporters to contribute on a regular monthly basis.  We’ve therefore devised a scheme 

which allows a set number of supporters per donation amount (see below).  It is our aim to have at least 24months 

of running costs raised before the opening of the school and thereafter ensuring funds are available at least a year in 

advance of the next school year. 

 

 

 

 

Each monthly supporter will be sent a special welcome pack with branded items; sent a vision4kids calendar and 

receive specific quarterly updates regarding the running of the school.  We would ask all monthly supporters to 

commit to at least 12months when they sign up and to offer gift aid where appropriate (we claim that on your 

behalf).  You can sign up online at: https://mydonate.bt.com/events/graceacademy  

 

 

PAINTINGS DONATED TO START THE FUNDRAISING 

A vision4kids supporter is using his talents for the Lord’s work by donating framed paintings to raise funds towards 

the construction of Grace Academy. He’s a humble guy and certainly won’t want his name mentioned but we’d like 

to publically thank him for all he has done. Local artist Ken Legge from Newtownards has been a great 

encouragement to the vision4kids team through his paintings and zeal to see souls brought to the Lord.   

The following framed paintings are accepting the minimum which are stated below the description.  Get in touch via 

stephen@vision4kids.org or 07739 925394 if you would like to purchase – remember this is to start the fundraising 

for Grace Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core Supporter  £20 per month donation towards the running costs of the school. 

Primary Supporter £50 per month donation towards the running costs of the school. 

Principle Supporter £100 per month donation towards the running costs of the school.  This can be either 

personal or business/corporate sponsor 

30’ x 26’ Minimum Donation = £150 

Birds over Strangford Lough 

37’ x 27’ Minimum Donation = £175 

Country scene over field and lake 

 

https://mydonate.bt.com/events/graceacademy
mailto:stephen@vision4kids.org


On to other news within the vision4kids camp… 

BIBLES DISTRIBUTED TO CHILDREN IN THE PHILIPPINES 

This month we have been able to fund the purchasing and distribution of 125 Bibles for children in 

the Philippines.  Pastor Noel Stevenson has been working with boys and girls in that land for a number 

of years and God is continuing to bless the work.  He writes: ‘May I say a big thank you for this very 

generous gift.  At present we are getting more and more teenagers attending our Sunday services and 

some are coming to know Christ as their Saviour.  At the end of this month we are having a big sports day 

which will be followed by a clear gospel message.  We are expecting about 100 souls and will be able to 

give every one who attends a copy of God’s precious Word.’ 

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Bibles4kids programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE SOMEONE FROM VISION4KIDS TO SPEAK ABOUT THE 

WORK IN KENYA AT YOUR CHURCH MEETING OR YOUTH GROUP?   

If so, then please get in touch and we would be more than happy to arrange something. 

Northern Ireland: irwinh@vision4kids.org 

England, Scotland and Wales: michael@vision4kids.org 

 

mailto:irwinh@vision4kids.org
mailto:michael@vision4kids.org


AID DISTRIBUTED IN NEPAL  

 

The final total for the Nepal relief appeal topped £3000 which vision4kids quickly dispatched to three 

different contacts in country where the funds could be used to help those most affected by the 

earthquake; especially the children.  The 7.8 magnitude earthquake on the 25th April has had a huge 

impact on Nepal.  More than 8800 people died, hundreds are still unaccounted for and many 

thousands were injured. Entire villages still lie in ruin with many families still without permanent 

shelter even four months on from the earthquake. 

One of the immediate post-earthquake concerns was for children who experienced loss and grief and 

major upheaval in their lives. They are living in tent communities and have a lack of resources and 

support for dealing with the trauma.  One of vision4kids contacts are an early childhood education 

centre run by a Christian ministry who, as part of the relief effort set up intensive training for Sunday 

School Teachers, children’s workers and teachers in dealing with trauma amongst children. 

Along with the blankets, food, water, tents and items distributed as part of the immediate physical 

need these workers were able to speak to the children about this terrible tragedy, many of whom had 

lost their parents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPONSORED WALK AT CASTLE WARD  

We will be holding our annual sponsored walk on Saturday 26th September to raise money for the 

construction of Grace Academy.  The event is taking place in the beautiful Castle Ward country estate 

in Strangford, Northern Ireland.  Registration costs £10 and those taking part should aim to raise at 

least £50 for the work.  An official sponsorship form is available to download from the vision4kids 

website or via our Facebook page.  The event is aimed at being an enjoyable family event with the 

walk being suitable to those of all ages and abilities.   

For more information, please email stephen@vision4kids.org  

 

PRAYER POINTS 

 That God would lead and guide us as we begin this exciting new project in Kenya 

 That God would bring in the necessary funds to commence the building of Grace Academy 

 That God would be pleased to bless the work in the Philippines and the distribution of  Bibles 

 That God would grant us good weather for our sponsored walk at the end of September 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

At this very exciting time we would like to say ‘thank you’ for your continued support and prayers 

for the work amongst the boys and girls.  We look forward with excitement at what God has in store 

for the coming years and we look forward to having you as part of the team on this journey.  May the 

Lord Bless you. 

The vision4kids team 

 

Matthew 6 v 33 ‘But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall 

be added unto you’ 

 Facebook  

Like our page to keep up to date: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/vision4

kids/183623915074674 

 Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter @vision4kids 

 

mailto:stephen@vision4kids.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/vision4kids/183623915074674
https://www.facebook.com/pages/vision4kids/183623915074674
https://twitter.com/vision4kids

