
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank God for His rich blessing upon the vision4kids mission trip which arrived 
back in the UK last week.  This issue contains lots of stories and photographs from an 
amazing adventure in Kenya. 
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MISSION TRIP 2016 OVERVIEW  

 

On Friday 12th August a team of 24 from Northern Ireland travelled to Kiambururu in Kenya on the 
2016 vision4kids mission trip.  A mixed team of youth to seniors provided a great range of 
experiences which would be put to good use in the village. 

 The aims of the visit included: 

 Repair and maintenance activities at Blessed Hill Academy and to clear a section of land at the  
site for the new school. 

 To hold children’s meetings with Bible lessons, singing, crafts and games. 
 To encourage the local vision4kids team of Samson, Monicah, George, Ruth and Bob. 
 To progress the design and next steps for the new school. 
 To visit the sponsor children and bring letters and gifts from the families in the UK. 
 To host the 4th annual inter-schools football tournament competing for the Kiambururu Shield. 
 For those first timers to 

experience the beautiful country 
of Kenya. 

The variety of activities meant an 
exciting itinerary for the week which 
didn’t leave much time for rest and 
relaxation.  The team engaged well with 
the local children who were super 
excited to see some Wazungu (white 
foreign) children within the vision4kids 
group.  We were blessed to have seven 
young people all under 16 within our 
team (travelling with a parent) with 
each of them proving their worth 
through the week and leaving their own 
mark on the children of the village. 

Each team member embraced the tasks 
they were given with some praying, speaking, leading, singing and sharing in public for the very first 
time.  This type of mission trip is a great way for all ages to get involved and experience first-hand 

what it takes to work on the mission field and what it means to share 
the gospel with the children. 

We have been deeply encouraged that through the week God moved 
amongst the boys and girls with many putting their trust in Christ as 
their personal Saviour.  This is why vision4kids are working in Kenya. 
Not just to support education, sponsor children, provide meal and 
medical programmes but that through all these things the good news 
of the gospel would be shared with the children.  To God be the glory 
for what He has done on this mission trip. 

The vision4kids Board would like to express their sincere thanks to all 
the members of the mission trip team.  They worked so hard 
fundraising before the trip and were exemplary ambassadors for 
vision4kids while in Kenya; we couldn’t have asked for a better team.   



We couldn’t have visited Kiambururu 
without the expert help of the Adventure 
Alternative team.  Based in Portstewart in 
Northern Ireland, the safari company have 
teams across the globe and over the past 
few years we’ve come to know and love 
their Kenya team.  There are no hotels in 
Kiambururu so a campsite was set-up 
which would be our HQ for the trip. We 
were well looked after by Kelly, Eva, John, 
Beatrice and OT who set-up camp, drove, 
cooked and made sure we were very 
comfortable on site.  We couldn’t have 
done it without them.  The fact that there 
was no sickness within the team is 
testament to their professionalism and 
expertise.   

We are also thankful to have such a great vision4kids Kenya team who translated, organized and kept 
us right throughout the trip.  Please continue to pray for Samson, Monicah, George, Ruth and Bob as 
they work daily with the children of the village. 

Thank you to all our families, friends and supporters who donated, prayed, encouraged, called and 
texted while we were away.  Everyone in the team appreciated your help and support. 

Most of all we give thanks to God. Without Him the trip would not have been possible.  We are even 
more excited to see what He has still to do with the children of the village.  Please continue to pray 
that God will move in a mighty way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MEETING WITH THE GOVERNOR OF KIAMBU COUNTY 

SPENDING TIME WITH THE VISION4KIDS KENYAN TEAM 

 

 

During the trip to Kenya four members of 
our Board had the opportunity to meeting 
with Kiambu County Governor His 
Excellency the Honorable William 
Kabogo.  This was a great opportunity to 
share our plans for the new school in 
Kiambururu and get his commitment on 
improving infrastructure and utilities to 
the site which will not only benefit the 
school but the local people.  The team 
presented the Governor with oil on 
canvas painting of a traditional Irish 
cottage painted by our dedicated 
supporter Mr Ken Legge from 
Newtownards.  

 

 

One of the best things about going to Kenya is the opportunity to work alongside the vision4kids team 

of Samson, Monicah, George, Ruth and Bob. Their enthusiasm for God’s work among the boys and girls 

is contagious and it clear to see the joy they have in serving the Lord. They were such a great support 

to the UK team and made us all feel part of the family.  

Samson and Monicah send their love and greetings to everyone back in the UK.  Samson asked us to 

pass on his thanks to everyone who made it possible for the mission trip to happen. He is humbled by 

the support which people gave, both financially but most importantly prayerfully. Without this 

support the work in Kiambuuru wouldn’t be possible. 

On Sunday we attended Pastor George’s church in Githinguri; everyone enjoyed the experience of 

attending the service in Kenya. A few of the team including the young people led Children’s Church 

while the main service was going on. We had a great time with the children, the young girls on the 

team led the singing and Jamie taught the Bible lesson. It was amazing to see God using these young 

people; they were such an encouragement to the rest of 

us older folk.  

During the service greetings were passed on from 

Pastor George and Ruth to the team and also to family 

and friends back home. They were so thankful to 

everyone for all their help during the week at Blessed 

Hill Academy.  Thanks was also given to everyone in the 

UK who prays for the work of vision4kids in 

Kiambururu. We had a wonderful service with different 

members of the team taking part.  After the service we 

had time to meet the congregation and enjoy fellowship 

with them.  

http://www.outitgoes.com/webmail-new/index.php/mail/viewmessage/getattachment/folder/INBOX/uniqueId/579/mimeType/aW1hZ2UvanBlZw==/filenameOriginal/IMG_4016.JPG


VISITING THE SPONSORED CHILDREN 

 

 

 

Vision4kids Director Rebekah Bleakley is responsible for managing the child sponsorship programme.  

A number of our supporters pay £15 per month which covers a child’s school fees and uniform as well 

as a bag of maize for the family each month, a few personal items and others sundries.  In this report 

below, Rebekah tells of her visit to Kenya on the mission trip and the opportunity that she had to meet 

many of the families of the sponsored children. 

"For me, one of the highlights of our recent trip was having the opportunity to meet with some of the 
children supported by the vision4kids sponsorship programme.  

 
So many of the sponsor families in the UK had sent out lovely 
gifts and letters describing their family lives and I was able to 
spend an afternoon travelling around with Samson delivering 
them. It was not only a chance for me to meet the sponsored 
children in person for the first time but it also allowed me to see 
the conditions in which many of them were living. The poverty of 
some of their homes was evident and it was difficult to witness.  
So, sponsor families, please be assured that your monthly 
donations are of great value, and are making a very real 
difference in these kids’ lives.  
 
There were plenty of smiles, however, as we handed out little 
dolls and toy cars, skipping ropes and frisbees and of course lots 
of sweets. It was also a privilege to be able to give each of the 
older children a youth Bible and to provide the little ones with a 
children's version of the Word. It is our prayer that both they and 
their families will read these over the coming weeks and months 
and that they might be strengthened and encouraged in their 
faith or else challenged to accept Christ as Saviour. Please pray 

for this.  
 
Another of my trip highlights was seeing some of the sponsor 
families meet their children for the very first time. One or two of 
the sponsors travelled out to Kiambururu as part of the team and 
seeing the joy in their faces as they met the little child they had 
written to over the past months and heard so much about was a 
special moment for me. So, if anyone else would like to share that 
experience please do think of joining one of our next trips!  
 
I have so many photographs and further updates on the sponsor 
children to share with you, so look out for some emails in the 
coming weeks. But for now, from the vision4kids team in the UK 
and from Samson and the team in Kenya, a huge thank you for the 
gifts and letters that you sent out with the team in August. Your 
efforts and continuing support in prayer are very much 
appreciated and are changing lives." 
 

 



SAFARI TRIP FOR CHILDREN OF KIAMBURURU 

 

 

 

Two Adventure Alternative trucks took around 80 children over two days on Safari to the Hells Gate 

National Park. The vision4kids group were divided in two with one group taking most of the 

sponsored children on the first day and the 

second group taking children from the 

Saturday night village meeting on the next day.  

There was an opportunity to see at close hand 

many animals including zebra, buffalo, gazelle, 

elephant, warthog, waterbuck etc.. On the 

second day the group spotted giraffe also.  For 

most this was their first trip outside the village 

and the first time they spied animals native to 

their own country – what an experience. 

 

There was also a very scenic walk for an hour 

through the magnificent gorge and seeing the 

hot water springs heated by the activity 

hundreds of metres below. The whole site was 

previously a lake before an eruption which 

created the new landscape and covered many 

Masai. It was them who named it hell!  

 

After the walk each group was provided with chips before taking part in an open air service. On both 

days a good number of children were counselled for salvation – Praise God. 

These excursions created much excitement, not only with the children but also with the mission team.  

This was an excellent opportunity to get close to the children, listen to their concerns and stories and 

to pray with them.   We are so thankful to the help of safari team Adventure Alternative.  If you are 

ever thinking of going to Kenya, give them a call, we highly recommend them: 

Call Andy or Chris on: +44 (0) 28708 31258 or check out 

www.adventurealternative.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eva, Beatrice, OT, Kelly 

and John – The Kenya 

Adventure Alternative 

team who took good 

care of us when in 

Kenya. 

http://www.adventurealternative.com/


4th ANNUAL KIAMBURURU SHIELD  

 

On the Saturday of our visit to Kenya the team hosted the 4th annual inter schools soccer tournament with 

teams competing in junior and senior sections for the Kiambururu Shield trophies.  This event has become a 

landmark date in the local calendar with children, teachers and parents coming to watch activities.  For those 

children not playing football it is an opportunity to meet the vision4kids team, play games and enjoy some 

singing and Bible stories. 

It was a great experience for the younger members of the vision4kids mission team and with close to 500 

children in attendance there was plenty for everyone to do.  Kiambururu Primary School have dominated the 

senior section in recent years and once again they were winners of the shield.  In the junior section it was a 

chance for the underdogs to triumph.  The first year we held the tournament Blessed Hill Academy had a small 

inexperienced team but with dedicated training from George over the past years they came through to surprise 

everyone…  Winning their penalty shootout in the semi final they went on to dominate the final and a cracking 

goal sealed a 1-0 victory over Kindiga Primary.  It was great to see Ian, one of our sponsor children, become the 

football hero of the tournament which was recognised by his own classmates– well done Ian and Blessed Hill. 

After the final whistle the children came together for some singing and a Bible story. They listened well as God’s 

word was explained and all the vision4kids team could do was standby as God changed hearts and lives with 

many children coming to put their trust in Christ as Saviour.  What an amazing and humbling experience. 

After the meeting it was lunch time with the children receiving a coke and some slices of bread.  It was a long an 

exhausting day but one the team will not forget.  A special thank you to Northend United Youth FC for 

donating football kits for the Kenyan teams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DIRECTOR AND HIS WIFE VISIT KIAMBURURU  

 

On their way back from a recent trip to 

Rwanda, vision4kids Director Michael Gray 

and his wife Angharad spent a few days in 

Kiambururu, Kenya in July, a month before 

the mission trip.  It was a short, but blessed 

time.  Michael and Samson were able to 

conduct meetings with government officials 

in Nairobi in preparation for the establishing 

of our forthcoming Christian school.  There 

was also an opportunity to see the site of the 

new School and the preparation that has 

taken place prior to the erection of the 

buildings. 

Michael, Angharad and Samson also visited both Kiambururu Primary School and Blessed Hill 

Academy and were able to speak to all the children at both institutions, sharing the gospel and 

encouraging the children to see their need of Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. 

Michael and Angharad were grateful to Samson and his wife Monicah for their generous hospitality.

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Saturday 24th September 
 
What? - A Sponsored Climb of Slieve Donard to raise funds for our new School in Kiambururu 'Grace 
Academy' 
 
Who? - All are invited and although a challenge most people will be able to take part - Children 
included (with a responsible adult) 
 
Where? - We will check in at Donard Park, Newcastle from 9:15 onwards to start at 10:00 
 
How much? - Registration is £10 and collect a minimum of £50 sponsorship 
 
How do I Apply?  A registration form will be uploaded to this event page - Send your applications to 
'Vision4kids' Mourne Challenge C/O 3 Beckett Park Ballymoney, BT53 6TU. You will then be posted 
(or emailed) a sponsor form.  For more information, email irwinh@vision4kids.org 
 
 
 
June 2017:  Three Peak Alpine Challenge – For more details, visit our Facebook page or contact 
Irwin Holmes (irwinh@vision4kids.org) 
 
 
May 2017: watch this space. Very shortly we will be announcing a very exciting fundraising event 
which everyone can get involved with. All funds raised will go towards our school building fund. 

 

mailto:irwinh@vision4kids.org
mailto:irwinh@vision4kids.org


 
 
 
 
 

 Pray for Samson’s wife Monicah as she is expecting to give birth at the beginning of November.  
Pray that the child will be born safely and well 
 

 Pray that God will supply the necessary funding to build the vision4kids Christian School 
 

 Pray for the children who professed faith during this recent mission trip.  Pray that God’s Spirit  
has truly worked in their heart and that they will grow in their knowledge and love of the Lord 
as they are discipled in the Christian faith 
 

 Pray for the forthcoming sponsored climb of Slieve Donard; that many will be involved, the 
climbers will be kept safe and much money will be raised for the Lord’s work in Kenya 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER POINTS 


