
KENYA’S DROUGHT CONTINUES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of the year 
Kenya declared the ongoing 
drought affecting many parts 
of the country a national 
disaster. There are many 
families in need of food aid 
due to low rain fall during the 
‘rainy seasons’ of 2016.  This 
year has seen no change and 
the current ‘short rains’ 
season which started in 
April has not helped 
halt or fix the drought 

situation.  

The Red Cross have 
estimated that close to  
three million people are 
‘food insecure’ and 
need aid in order to 
continue to be nourished; 
particularly children and new 
mothers.  In many parts of the 
country the drought has led 
to violence as herders fight 
for grazing ground and 
watering holes.  In March the 
Kenyan government 
announced military support 
to help protect land rights in 
many parts of the country 
and stop violence amongst 
tribesmen looking after their 
livestock. 

 Up until now Kiambururu 
has been largely 

unaffected.  Kiambururu is 
situated in an extremely 
fertile part of the country 
with valleys, rivers and a 
good water table.  It is easy to 
grow crops and while there 
are children who go without 
food, and content themselves 
with very little, there is no 

large scale famine or 
starvation that you may see 
presented on the television 
during a particular appeal 
pulling at your heart and 
purse strings.  For this we 
give God thanks. 

However, the effect of the 
drought is now beginning to 
show on the villagers.  Some 
wells are starting to run dry; 
rains are not filling watering 
holes or storage tanks.  River 
levels are lower and livestock 
are struggling to find the 
multitude of grass and water 
they need on a daily 

basis.  Thankfully crop 
harvests continue to go well 
compared to other parts of 
the country where entire 
village crops have died. 

Sacks of maize are in short 
supply and when one does 
become available the price 
has increased dramatically 
meaning it is not possible for 
many locals to afford it to 
help feed their family.  This 
month the children covered 
by our food and child 
sponsorship programmes 
will go without maize due to 
the shortage.  Instead, 
Samson has been able to 
source rice although these 

smaller sacks can be more 
expensive and are still hard to 
come by. 

 Kenya needs rain soon 
otherwise – perhaps shortly – 
livestock and then people will 
lose their lives.  While 
Kiambururu will not be as 
harshly impacted as other 
parts of the country it will feel 
the effects of the drought. 

Please pray that the rains will 
come, the reservoirs will be 
filled and that food, water and 
livestock will be spared from 
further depletions. 
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CAN YOU SPONSOR A CHILD IN KIAMBURURU? 
 

 

 

Since commencing our outreach in Kiambururu we’ve looked to support as many children as possible 

whether through food and clothing packs, school repairs, new uniforms etc.  It is great when we can 

support many children from the village but it is our Child Sponsorship Programme which has the most 

direct and lasting effects on individual children and their families. 

Currently there are 25 children enrolled in our programme with sponsor families from both England 

and Northern Ireland.  Their ages range from 7 to 16 attending Blessed Hill Academy, Kiambururu 

Primary School and four of the older children who are now in Secondary School. 

Over the years the vision4kids team have grown to know and love these children deeply; they are 

known by name, their interests, their family life and what they want to be when they grow up.  They 

want to be pilots, lawyers, nurses, doctors – just the same as our own children here in the UK.  We are 

indebted to the families who not just provide monthly financial support but also choose to write letters, 

send photographs and some who send a gift at Christmas or birthday time. 

This support means that the child can afford to attend school and be involved with all the activities 

organised by the school or by the vision4kids team.  It is good to know that these children are 

encouraged to attend the children’s meetings organised by Samson and are taught from God’s 

Word.  We are so thankful to those who have put their trust in Christ as Saviour.  Not only have the 

children benefited from your support; many of the children are from poverty-stricken families or are 

orphaned and living with one parent, grandparents or other family members.  Quite often there are 

several children in the home and it is hard to progress in life. 

We are pleased to announce that we will extend our programme and are looking for additional sponsor 

families to enable us to help even more children from Kiambururu. Our newly extended programme 

will focus on sponsoring the child through primary school and we’re starting with the children of 

Blessed Hill Academy – our partner school which we’ve visited many times and have close links with 

George and Ruth who launched the school and manage it from day to day.   



 

Our aim is that every child at the school will, some day, have a sponsor family from the UK, Ireland, 

United States of America or wherever in the world there is someone willing and able to make a 

difference to the life of one child in Kenya. 

The programme will focus on the health, education and wellbeing of the child.  With more children to 

look after we’ll also employ a local ‘co-ordinator’ on the ground in the school; someone who can monitor 

the child, report back to their family and also be there as a ‘counsellor’ type figure – someone to talk to; 

ask questions; confide in and most importantly to share with them God’s word. 

 A £15 donation per month (plus gift aid where appropriate) will cover: 

-          School meals of porridge breakfast and cooked lunch (usually maize and beans) 

-          Full school uniforms including jumper, shirt, tie, trousers or skirt, socks, shoes 

-          Hygiene products such as toothpaste, toothbrush, soap, sanitary towels 

-          Fees for exams, sports, and teacher salaries 

-          School text books, exercise books, pens and equipment needed for class 

-          Sports track suit and inclusion in all regional events and trials 

-          A Bible into the home 

-          Regular medical checks and appropriate medication and follow-up appointments 

-          Help towards the school including a child sponsor co-ordinator 

 

These items can make a real difference to your Kiambururu sponsor 

child.  For the price of a meal out, the latest DVD release or 3 Big Mac 

Extra Value Meals you can help a boy or girl at Blessed Hill 

Academy.  In return you’ll get regular updates on how your child is 

performing at school, trips they’ve been on, information on their 

home life, photographs and video greetings and even the 

opportunity to join a team visiting Kenya – what could be better 

than visiting them in person. 

 If you would like to become a sponsor either as an individual or 

family please get in touch with Rebekah our UK co-ordinator – your 

help will be deeply appreciated. (rebekah@vision4kids.org) 

 

 

mailto:rebekah@vision4kids.org


UPDATE ON THE WORK IN KENYA 

 

 

 

It would be great to be reporting that construction of our classrooms is underway but that is not the 

case.  However, we know that all things are in God’s perfect timing and we give Him the thanks for 

everything that has happened so far.  If we rush to build we could miss the main reason why we are in 

Kiambururu which is to minister to the children, help those in greatest need and share with them the 

good news of Jesus Christ.  

It is also important to understand the local governance and processes and ensure everything is done 

correctly and to a high standard.  So what has been going on over the past few months? 

 

NGO registration 

In 2016 vision4kids were awarded NGO status within Kenya – a Non-Governmental Organization.  This 

was an exciting step forward especially when Samson received our certificate of licence from the NGO 

Bureau.  Over the past number of months we’ve been following further steps to be awarded our 

registration pin so we can operate financially under Kenyan law.  The UK equivalent would be receiving 

charity status from HM Revenue & Customs and receiving an HMRC registration number that can be 

quoted for gift aid, tax and other financial transactions.  

This pin will allow us to open bank accounts, operate financially and is also needed for the 

documentation for the drilling of the bore hole.  So until we are issued with this ‘pin number’ the bore 

hole cannot proceed. 

 

The bore hole 

Once we have received the NGO pin we can formally apply for the drilling of the bore hole on the site of 

the new school complex.  We’ve identified a company with a good track record and who have had 

borehole success in Kiambu County.  Before drilling can start there are a number of permits and 

approval documents which need to be issued by Government bodies.  In parallel a Hydro-Geological 

survey will be completed to understand the best location for drilling and estimated depth.  Applying for 

these items can take between 2-3 months and this all hinges on receiving our NGO pin as quickly as 

possible.   

In reality it could be another 6 months before we are able to drill on the site.  This would put us in the 

middle of the Long Rain season, so further delays can be expected.  This however is not stopping us 

planning for the construction stage.   

Initial estimates put the cost of the borehole between £15,000-£18,000 which will include a water 

tower for storage and all the required generator and pumping material.  We will need suitable outlets 

for the local villagers to be able to readily access the water supply. 

 

 



The School Buildings 

Despite the hold up with the borehole we continue to plan for construction of the complex.  We’ve 

divided the end to end plan into several manageable and easily targeted phases.  This is our best view 

at this time but no doubt the phases will change as we learn more about the immediate tasks at hand. 

 

 

We have liaised with local structural engineers and have a good handle on the building requirements 

and potential costs.  We believe it will take a further £50,000 to finish up to Phase 5.  If you would like 

to help towards the building costs then please get in touch. 

Below is a picture showing the class room layout including Ground and First floors. 

 

 

Phase Category Description

Phase 1 Ground Purchase of the land, initial ground works and temporary fencing

Design Design Topographical Survey and architectural drawings for complex

Phase 2 Utilities Provision of phase 3 power and drilling of borehole

Phase 3 Drainage Suitable drainage and installation of bio-digesters

Phase 4 Pre-School Construction of two room pre-school block

Phase 5 Classroom Block1 First classroom block with 8 classrooms and toilet facilities

Phase 6 Administration Administration building with offices, staff rooms and upstairs apartment

Phase 7 Ground Excavation of the lower slopes to maximise ground usage for the school children to play

Phase 8 Classroom Block2 Second classroom block with 8 classrooms and toilet facilities

Phase 9 Ground Dedicated pre-school play area

Phase 10 Security Security Hut and Boundary wall

Phase 11 Dining Kitchen, stores and dining hall

Phase 12 Ground Stone drive and final ground works including plants and grass



 

Work party 

We’re working up plans to take a building work team out to Kiambururu, most likely in early 2018.  It 

is great that we can employ local builders to help but we will need our own team of builders and 

labourers to do the bulk of the work.   We will require skilled builders, electricians, plasters and 

plumbers at various stages on the building work. 

We’re pulling together a list of names of folk interested in heading out as part of a work team.  You do 

not need to be a skilled tradesman (or woman) as we will need general labourers and support people 

at every stage.  There will be cement to mix, 

blocks to carry, water to source and many other 

items that are essential to the construction work. 

Please get in touch with Stephen if you would like 

to be included in a separate distribution list and 

considered in potential visits to Kiambururu 

(stephen@vision4kids.org) 

 

 

 

Please pray 

The past year has been a time of learning and prayerful consideration.  We can see God starting to 

work and change the plans that we had and we look forward to sharing more announcements in our 

July newsletter.  Please pray with us that the work will grow, that funds will come in and that God will 

continue to move amongst the children of the village. 

 

 



VIDEO UPDATES OF OUR WORK  

  

We have launched a new video which speaks about the work that we are doing to help disadvantaged 

children throughout Kenya.  Already, thousands of people have watched it and you can view it through 

our Facebook page.  https://www.facebook.com/vision4kids-183623915074674/ 

Following us on Facebook is one of the best ways to keep up-to-date with the very latest developments, 

forthcoming events and how you can support the work and get involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are grateful to Willow Tree restaurant, Comber, Northern Ireland for hosting a special art display 

and sale.  A series of black and white landscapes were available to purchase at a cost of £40 each.  This 

was a very popular event and we thank God for the money raised for the work of vision4kids.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Should you wish to make a purchase, please do get in touch with Elaine Capbell 

(elaine@vision4kids.org) 

 

 

ART SALE 

 

https://www.facebook.com/vision4kids-183623915074674/
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GOING OUT FOR DINNER?    

 

Vision4kids has registered with ChariTable Bookings.  If you make book a restaurant booking at 
https://www.charitablebookings.org/ then the restaurant will donate £1 per person to the charity of 
your choice.  So you can now go and enjoy an Italian or an Indian while knowing that you’re helping 
feed disadvantaged children in Kenya. 

 

Similarly, if you buy the Signature Dish recipe book, put together by some of the world’s leading chefs, 
a £5 donation will be made to the charity of your choice.   

If you buy a copy, please ask 
for the donation to go to 
vision4kids. 
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Please do put the following dates in your diary.  We hope that you may be able to attend or get involved 

with many of them, and remember all of them in prayer that these will be blessed by God for the glory 

of His name. 

Please see the pages below for flyers regarding our forthcoming events.  For further details, please get 

in touch with Irwin Holmes (irwinh@vision4kids.org / 07801 287138. 

Don’t forget that you can keep up to date with the very latest vision4kids information and news by liking 

our Facebook page. 

 

20th May  Street Collection for the work of vision4kids 

   09.50-17.00 at Ballycastle, Moyle, Northern Ireland.   

26th – 27th May OverTheHill Charity Challenge (see advert on the next page) 

1st June Stephen Fletcher heads to Kiambururu from some important planning meetings 

with the team in Kenya. 

17th June The 3 Peak Alpine Trek Team head for their fundraising Challenge to Austria 

where they will climb the highest peaks in the region. 

 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
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